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As Mount Calvary Christian School celebrates its 40th 
graduating class this year, I am grateful to the Lord for 
the opportunities He gives to our school community to 
impact generations for Christ. We are thankful for 850+ 
MCCS alumni, four decades of teachers who poured 
their lives into our students, and families who choose 
Christian education for their children. This issue of The 
Shield considers how MCCS has an impact on multiple 
generations and how relationships between our current 
students and other generations positively impact our 
student’s educational experience.

At this year’s Grandparent’s Day celebration, I met and 
spoke with the grandparents of many of our students and 
found myself full of gratitude for so many godly 
grandparents who love and pray for our students. The 
Bible teaches us that there is value and wisdom in age, 
and we are so grateful for events like Grandparent’s Day 
that is a conduit of opportunity for generations to share 
wisdom with one another.
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As you read more about some of these connections that 
span generations and consider the impact on our 
students and our world, I want to thank you for your role 
in supporting the Christ-centered education happening 
here at Mount Calvary. 

As we continue to grow and expand our staff members, 
number of classrooms, and the programs we offer, we 
remain mission-focused. Our goal is not to only generate 
greater numbers of students each year; rather, we are 
building a legacy of student leaders who are equipped 
for every good work, passionately pursuing Christ, 
defenders of the faith, faithful stewards, as well as critical 
and discerning thinkers.

We look forward to partnering with families to provide 
a quality education and encouraging students to grow 
into faithful and mature followers of Christ for the next 40 
graduating classes!

A MESSAGE FROM JARED GRIEST, SUPERINTENDENT
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A TESTIMONY FROM 
ASHLEY HARRO BOONSTRA
CLASS OF ‘07

As parents, Nick and Ashley’s first priority is to 
disciple their children, give them a biblical foundation, 
and teach them to truly love the one true God. They 
do this through family worship, children’s catechisms, 
memorizing scripture, and being actively engaged in 
their learning. This helps to build a foundation for so 
many hard questions they will face.

Ashley shared the following about the biblical and 
educational foundation she received at MCCS: 
“Mount Calvary most impacted my spiritual walk by 
encouraging me to dig into the Word and truly read and 
take apart the text. The school created an environment 
to grow spiritually with teachers who taught from a 
biblical worldview.

I am so grateful for the great education I received but 
also the ability to make great Christian friends who 
encouraged me and challenged me to grow. It was 
amazing to play both soccer and field hockey and be 
part of a team that wanted to play to the glory of God.”

After graduating from MCCS in 2007, Ashley attended 
Clark Summit University and graduated with a degree in 
Elementary Education. While there, she met her 
husband, Nick Boonstra, who graduated with a degree 
in Youth Pastoral Ministries.

After graduation, Nick completed an internship in 
Michigan while Ashley worked as a substitute teacher. 
Then the Lord called the Boonstras to Lock Haven, PA 
for youth ministry, and Ashley began teaching at 
Centre County Christian Academy.

Ashley became the elementary supervisor and also 
found out they were having twins! After having Micah 
and Maliah, Ashley decided to leave teaching to stay 
home with them. Later that year, after three years in Lock 
Haven, the Lord called the Boonstras to Middleville, MI 
to Nick’s home church as the Associate Pastor of Youth 
and Discipleship. They are about to start their seventh 
year in Middleville. They also added another child, 
Noah, during that time.

The couple plays a valuable role in preparing their 
Sunday school and youth group students for Christian 
adulthood. They have created special nights geared 
toward inviting friends to hear the gospel and other 
events for fellowship with one another to build 
relationships and support. Nick has even had the joy of 
marrying some students and seeing them raise families 
that glorify God.

Ashley has had the privilege of doing long-term 
subbing in a public school setting, making it possible 
to form relationships with staff and students and be a 
testimony for Christ through her actions and 
conversations.

BUILDING FROM A
BIBLICAL FOUNDATION



Katelyn Niedwick
1 1 th grade
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SPRING

Adalyn Jordan
7th grade

Simon Kyllonen
11 th grade

Kinsey Feucht
7th grade

Lilah Martin
9th grade

Ruva Khoshnevissan
1 1 th grade Alivia Rutt

1 1 th grade
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What are your plans after graduating from MCCS?

“I plan on majoring in middle level education at 
Cedarville University.”

How did MCCS help prepare you for this next phase of life?

“My student internship with Mrs. Burd, which I’ve done for the last two 
years, has really helped me want to become a teacher.”

What sports, activities, or groups have you participated in? Any special awards or recognitions?

“During my time at MCCS, I got to play on the volleyball team, participated in National Honor Society, was a class 
officer. I was also awarded homecoming queen.”

How have the teachers at MCCS made a difference in your life?

“During my time at MCCS, I really appreciate how the teachers made an impact on my life. I liked how every day 
they would greet me and ask how I’m doing. I especially enjoyed Mrs. Aument and Mr. Owlett; I just really 
appreciate the relationship we created over these past 4 years.”

What has God been teaching you lately?

“A lesson that God has taught me throughout high school and especially senior year is to trust in God. Senior year 
created a lot of anxiety getting ready to go to college, and I learned that God has a plan, and I need to trust Him 
in all things.”

*In January, we kicked off our Student of the Month series to recognize a senior who gets nominated by 
faculty and staff based on spiritual leadership, character, academic achievement or improvement, 

perseverance through trials, and other aspects of a student’s life and academic career.

Congratulations to Kacy Robinson, our Student of the Month for March!

STUDENT PROFILE
KACY ROBINSON
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STUDENT PROFILE
SAMMY DOUGHERTY

What are your plans after graduating from MCCS?

“I plan to attend Liberty University and major in aviation, either with a 
piloting concentration or airport management.”

How have the teachers at MCCS made a difference in your life?

“The teachers at Mount Calvary have impacted me in many different 
ways. Mr. Owlett in Bible class has helped me grow spiritually. All of 
my teachers have been helping me prepare for college.”

What sports, activities, or groups have you participated in? Any special awards or recognitions?

“Here at Mount Calvary, some of the activities I’ve done are golf (I even won the slowest golfer award), and I love to 
participate in all the plays and musicals. I’ve been in Beauty and the Beast, The Sound of Music, The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe, The Importance of Being Earnest, and I’ve even helped as student director in Aesop’s Fables.”

What has God been teaching you lately?

“I came here in 9th grade, and before that, I was homeschooled. When I came to Mount Calvary, I was really 
encouraged and challenged to grow in Christ. This has been a theme for me throughout high school. The 
teachers have guided me, and I’ve grown into the person I am now because of how I’ve been guided at MCCS.”

Any closing thoughts?

“I’m very grateful for my time here at Mount Calvary. I would encourage my fellow students to grow. I want you to 
know that the teachers care. They helped me spiritually and academically, and they will do the same for you.”

Congratulations to Sammy Dougherty, our Student of the Month for April!
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What are your plans after graduating from MCCS?

“I plan to study pastoral theology after high school and attend
Columbia International University.”

How did MCCS help prepare you for this next phase of life?

“Classes that have helped me to decide that major have been Life 
of Christ and Systematic Theology. “

What sports, activities, or groups have you participated in? Any special awards or recognitions?

“While at Mount Calvary, I was given many opportunities, such as sports and acting. I was on the golf team and got 
to be the team captain this past year. I played baseball as well. I got to act in three plays while I was here
- The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, Beauty and the Beast, and Aesop’s Fables. I also participated in the school 
choir and received the National School Choral Award this year.”

What advice would you give to younger students?

“Take advantage of the time that you have. I, personally, had not taken advantage of the time during the first few 
years of high school, and now I’m realizing that I really should have. When opportunities present themselves, take 
that opportunity to better yourself and the people around you.”

Congratulations to Austin Shaeffer, our Student of the Month for May!

STUDENT PROFILE
AUSTIN SHAEFFER



8    THE SHIELD

M
E

E
T

 T
H

E
 G

R
A

D
U

A
T

E
S

Sophia Grace Ansel
Lancaster Bible College

Major: Business Management

Noah Patrick Butler
Liberty University

Major: Criminal Justice

Gershom LeFever Campbell
Harrisburg University of Science

& Technology
Major: Computer Science

Vincent Joseph Clay
Grove City College

Major: English & Pre-law

Sydney Faith Cowles
Lancaster Bible College

Major: Business Administration

Samuel Cabalo Dougherty
Liberty University

Major: Aviation & Commercial Piloting

Grace Megan Elder
York College 

Seth Owen Enterline
Lancaster Bible College

Major: Youth & Young Adult Ministry

Nessa Chayyah Fagen
Pensacola Christian College

Major: Political Science & Pre-law

Isaac John Good
Grove City College

Major: Business Analysis & Marketing

Elena Virginia Hatfield
Cedarville University

Major: Marketing

Ruth Elaine Hynum
Grove City College

Major: Exercise Science
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Wyatt Zachary Lamb
Shepherd University

Major: Business Management

Rachael Nichole Martin
Gap Year

Marlie Joan Niedwick
Penn State University

Kacy June Robinson
Cedarville University

Major: Middle Level Education

Austin Brodie Shaeffer
Columbia International University

Major: Pastoral Theology & Ministry Studies

Zachary James Sawadsky
Electrician for

Residential Media Systems

Samuel Vazquez
Harrisburg Area Community College

Major: Welding

Samuel Valentin Weidler
Landscaping

Abigail Nicole Wertz
Word of Life Bible Institute

David Andrew Zinn
Liberty University
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“Mrs. Smith is one of the most vibrant and lively people I 
know. She consistently has a wonderful spirit and 
positiveness about her. This translates perfectly into her 
role as a K3 Teacher, art teacher, summer school 
teacher, and leader of National Honor Society.

As a high school intern in her classroom, I witnessed the 
way she organizes extremely creative lessons for her K3 
classes and always manages to grab the kids’ attention. 
When teaching Bible stories, she is always coming up
with great ways to help the children remember the 
details of the stories they just learned. She teaches the 
children about God’s love for them and then exhibits an 
unmatched level of love and care for her class.

Mrs. Smith truly shows God’s love to the children through 
the person she is. Overall, Mrs. Smith is a phenomenal 
and irreplaceable teacher who deeply cares for and 
loves her classes beyond compare.”

-Elena Hatfield, MCCS graduate (Class of ‘22)

ABOVE & BEYOND:
A STUDENT TESTIMONY
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SERVING AS
STUDENT INTERNS

The High School Student Intern program at MCCS is a 
voluntary service opportunity that places 11th and 12th 
grade students into elementary, middle school, and 
high school classrooms to serve our teachers and their 
students. Through this program, we create intentional 
interactions with students of different grade levels. All 
throughout the week, student interns spend time helping 
the teachers they are paired with in any capacity in which 
they are needed.

Many of our teachers and students will say that this 
unique program is one of their favorite things about 
Mount Calvary!

“Lucy is a wonderful help in my classroom. She is a natural organizer and loves to interact with the students 
during projects for science and social studies. The students are very drawn to her joy and kindness and look 
forward to her being in our class each day. I would love to have five more of her!”

Gina Crick - 2nd grade teacher

“I help with Mrs. Crick’s 2nd grade and Mrs. Robinson’s K4 class, and I do anything from making bulletin boards 
to grading papers to interacting with kids, and sometimes helping with math lessons. I love working with kids, so 
it’s one of my favorite parts of the day.”

Lucy Hixon - 11th grade
Student Intern for Mrs. Robinson (K4) and Mrs. Crick (2nd grade)
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“This year I was blessed with the privilege of being a student intern for Mrs. Hess. I was able to help Mrs. Hess in 
many ways over the course of my internship, whether it was putting books away or helping her teach the kids how 
to work on the laptops. In addition to this, I was able to form relationships with many of the elementary students 
and get to know them far better than I would have without the internship.

I wanted to be a student intern because I enjoy serving, and I want the elementary kids to have a good example 
of someone they are able to look up to and learn from. Of course, by no means am I a perfect example, but I 
desire to act in a Christ-like way in order to make a positive impact on the lives of younger students. I am super 
thankful to have been an intern for Mrs. Hess; she has been an awesome influence on me, and she has spoken 
into my life in many areas and has given me good advice for the future. I am very thankful for the privilege of 
being a student intern!”

Drew Norman, 11th grade
Student Intern for Amy Hess (Media, Robotics Teacher, Librarian)

“When God placed Drew in the media library, He blessed me and the elementary students. Drew’s relationship 
with students and the encouragement and support he brings to those in kindergarten through grade 5 is an honor 
to witness. My students look for him to be here and be a part of what goes on. His positive example, hard work, 
and kindness provide a positive culture and support to me while helping Drew to grow into the leader that God 
has made. Drew shelves books, provides tech support, counts inventory, encourages students, organizes 
materials, and recommends books. He anticipates needs and makes himself available.”

Amy Hess - Media, Robotics Teacher, Librarian
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“Being a student intern is one of the most rewarding 
experiences Mount Calvary has to offer. Getting to be a part of 
my students’ lives has given me the opportunity to teach them 
things I have learned over the years. Although I help these 
kids grow, they have taught me more than I knew was 
possible. They daily show me the importance of having 
child-like faith and what unconditional love looks like. Getting 
to know them and seeing God’s love displayed in their lives 
has been an experience I wouldn’t trade for anything.”

Breanna Winters, 11th grade
Student Intern for Jena Hostetter (K5 Teacher)

“One of my favorite things about MCCS is the unique opportunity to have high school students spend time in our 
classrooms. It is awesome to see how excited the kids get when Breanna walks into the room.

She is willing to help wherever needed, such as getting homework packets ready, helping to complete a project, 
or giving a student a make-up test. Breanna has been a shining light in our classroom, and I am so grateful to 
have her help all year.”

Jena Hostetter - K5 Teacher

“As a teacher intern, I typically graded packets and timed quizzes 
for completion. I didn’t see the kids often since I came right before 
their lunch and/or recess period, but I did get to spend time with 
them and get to know them which was really nice. I really loved 
being able to work with my mom as well. Working with kids has 
helped me to work better with people in general; it has helped me 
to be patient when working with others and not expect too much of 
them, and overall I really liked the intern experience.”

Isaac Hilsher, 11th grade
Student Intern for Joyce Hilsher (K5 Teacher)

“Isaac has a servant’s heart. He comes in each day and puts papers 
in my mailbox, displays the children’s work in the hallway for me, 
puts papers in their mailboxes, helps with projects, fixes things in my 
classroom, and organizes the different areas in my classroom.
However, what the students love the most is that he builds Lego 
scenes for them for whatever topic we are studying in Bible. “

Joyce Hilsher - K5 Teacher
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INVESTING IN
GENERATIONS OF CHARGERS

At our 2021 Homecoming, we celebrated three
 seniors with parents who graduated from MCCS 
together in 1994.

Daphne (Yordy) Good - Class of ‘94
Isaac Good - Class of ‘22

Nathan Lamb - Class of ‘94
Wyatt Lamb - Class of ‘22
Elena Hatfield Class of ‘22

Sarah (Gross) Hatfield - Class of ‘94

During a break at a varsity boys basketball game this 
winter, we snapped a photo of our former and current 
athletic directors - all of whom are MCCS alumni or 
parents of alumni!

Jerry and Carol Mohr enjoyed spending time with two of 
their grandchildren, Grayson and Bentley, at this year’s 
Grandparent’s Day program.

The Mohr’s daughters, Jena and Joelle, are MCCS 
graduates, and Jena is currently a K5 teacher. They 
now have seven grandchildren who attend MCCS!
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CELEBRATING MCCS ALUMNI
BY THE NUMBERS

895 in alumni network

40 graduating classes since 1982

22 graduates - Class of 2022

56% of Legacy Partners are MCCS alumni or alumni families

14 current staff/faculty members with alumni children

JOIN OUR MONTHLY GIVING COMMUNITY 
AS A LEGACY PARTNER!

Contact April Miller, Director of Community and Donor Relations 
at amiller@mcchristianschool.com
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Mount Calvary Christian School
629 North Holly Street
Elizabethtown, PA 17022-0508
mcchristianschool.com

School Trustees

Jared Griest
Jonathan Witmer

Micah Eaby
Anthony Ellis
Karl Feucht
Anna Kelley

Lonnie Kopcha
Joelle Myers

Mike Robinson
Leah Sintic

MCCS is a Ministry of Mount Calvary Church

The Mount Calvary Christian Church admits students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin, 

or handicap to all rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available 

to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic 

origin, disability or handicap in administration of its educational policies, administration policies, 

scholarship and loan programs, and athletic or other school administered programs.

If you have received this newsletter in error or wish to be removed from the mailing list, 

please call 717.367.1649 or email development@mcchristianschool.com.

MCCS exists to partner with 
families to provide a quality 
education and encourage

students to grow into faithful and 
mature followers of Christ.

LOOKING AHEAD

August

8/25 - First day of school (1st-12th)
8/30 - Elementary Back to School Night

September

9/1 - PTC Meeting
9/2, 9/5 - No School
9/6 - MS/HS Back to School Night
9/7 - Moms in Prayer
9/23-9/24 - Auction
9/30 - No School
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